


Heal the Bay is a nonprofit environmental organization  

founded in 1985 by a group of Los Angeles residents who couldn’t stand to let unchecked pollution and 

toxicity claim our coastal waters.

Today, our staff and committed groups of volunteers employ sound research, hands-on education, 

community action and effective advocacy to improve the quality and health of regional oceans, 

watersheds and neighborhoods.

It’s working. Our coastal waters and regional watersheds are improving. Los Angeles area residents are 

more aware of the connection between our neighborhoods and the ocean. And, as one of the most 

effective environmental groups in Los Angeles County, we’ve attracted a membership of more than 

15,000 people.

HEAL THE BAY

Join us in the fight for clean water.  

Learn about how you can volunteer for Heal the Bay at healthebay.org/volunteer 

0r renew your membership at healthebay.org/donate 

1444 9th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401  • (800) HEAL BAY



[ Our Leaders ]HEAL THE BAY
Together, we have been dedicated to Heal the Bay’s mission  

for 30 years. From Alix’s first Coastal Cleanup Day in 1993, to Stephanie’s first  

Bay Days festival in 2000, we remember when Heal the Bay had a staff of nine 

dedicated people. Today Heal the Bay employs 48 passionate water quality 

advocates, and more than 35,000 volunteers who make our work possible. And 

since the beginning, we’ve worked hard to make sure 82 cents of every dollar goes 

directly to protecting our oceans—not to administrative costs.

So where has all this hard work gotten us? In 2012, the support of people like 

you helped us successfully fight for Marine Protected Areas, like the important 

habitat off the coast of Palos Verdes and Point Dume. We lobbied for plastic bag 

bans across the state, winning victories in over 70 cities and counties, including 

the County of LA. Our Santa Monica Pier Aquarium welcomed more than 15,000 

L.A. area students, providing an up-close look at marine life from our bay. We 

negotiated strong, enforceable pollution limits to help keep you and your family 

from getting sick at the beach. We helped ban the sale or possession of sharks fins 

in California. And our dedication to protecting water quality means that this year, 

92% of California beaches got an A or B grade in our Beach Report Card in dry 

weather.

We’re proud of what we’ve accomplished in our time at Heal the Bay. And we are 

especially proud of the strides we made in 2012, both in protecting our beaches, 

rivers and creeks, and also our ongoing efforts to run Heal the Bay as efficiently, 

effectively, and greenly as possible.

In the following pages, you’ll read more about some of our specific initiatives and 

the positive impact they have had on the quality of life for millions of Southern 

Californians. You’ll also hear from some of our volunteers who have committed 

themselves to protecting what we all love – our beaches and oceans. 

We hope that you’ll join us as we continue the fight. 

For healthier waters,

Alix Hobbs Stephanie Medina

Acting Executive Director President, Board of Directors



Education
Outdoor Education: Our Creek 101 and Creek Week programs 

bring high school students to local creeks and rivers in the L.A. 

River and Ballona Creek watersheds to conduct field science. The 

future health of our environment depends on grooming the next 

generation of stewards. Many of our students might not get the 

chance to experience hands-on science in the real world without 

Heal the Bay’s guidance and support.  

Santa Monica Pier Aquarium: Heal the Bay’s window 

into the bay educated more than 15,000 Southern California 

students and 70,000 visitors this year with hands-on science 

and environmental education. When visitors get up close and 

personal with the animals that live in the Santa Monica Bay, they 

leave with a sense of responsibility and love for the ocean.

Science
Marine Protected Areas: Heal the Bay successfully fought 

to protect key ocean habitat throughout Southern California, 

meaning more safe places for fish to reproduce and grow.

Malibu Creek Watershed Monitoring: We’re continuing our 

effort to improve the water quality at fabled Surfrider Beach, and 

protect one of the last remaining open spaces in L.A. County. Our 

Stream Team regularly tests the water in Malibu Creek, identifying 

pollution problems and restoring native habitat. 

Beach Report Card: For more than 20 years, Heal the Bay’s 

Beach Report Card has been the best way for people to avoid 

getting sick from dirty ocean water. Thanks to our  vigilant 

advocacy, ocean water quality continues to improve,  

with 92% of state beaches now getting an  

A or B grade in dry weather.

Karen Vu is an aquarist 
intern at the Santa Monica 
Pier Aquarium, Heal the 
Bay’s marine education 
facility. She is a recent 
graduate of UCLA with a 
degree in Environmental 
Science and a minor in Conservation Biology.

“The best thing about working with Heal the Bay is 
taking care of the animals.  Since I work on feeding 
day at the aquarium, I have a better understanding of 
how each animal feeds. Feeding is a major way to tell 
how healthy an animal is, so great to examine these 
fish to make sure they’re eating well and living well. I 
always enjoy coming into work every week.  It’s 
fun to check on each tank to see if there are any new 
additions or I could be cleaning a tank and suddenly 
find a new animal that could’ve been easily mistaken 
for a piece of debris.”  

Barret Porter 
is a Westside resident 
and a certified 
financial planner 
in Pacific Palisades. 
As a member of our 
Speakers Bureau, 
he spends his free time giving talks at 
schools and running beach cleanups.

“When I first started I was worried that Heal 
the Bay might be this huge powerhouse of 
an organization, filled with rich folks and 
millions of dollars, but it’s down to earth. 
Everyone is so pleasant, and not once have I 
felt that they didn’t absolutely believe in what 
they’re doing.”

Leslie Hiatt has been a teacher for 30 years. Through 
our Lunch and Learn program, she brought her third-grade 
Bell Gardens class on a field trip to Duke’s restaurant in 
Malibu. During Lunch and Learn, the students are given a 
lesson on ocean science and the environment, spend some 
time conducting science and playing educational games on the 
beach, and even get a free lunch!

“Heal the Bay has really instilled in the children a sense of urgency, 
a sense that we can all do something about the environment. In my 
class last year, ever Friday we had what we called a beach cleanup, so 
we’d go around the neighborhood and pick up trash. And today, on the 
beach, I noticed a lot of my kids just touching the sand. Some of them 
have never been to the beach, and they’re fascinated with the sand. 
It’s a beautiful experience. But what I really like about Heal the Bay 
is that they understand that my students come from really, really poor 
homes. And for me to ask them even for $5 to help pay for a bus… I 
might have 4 or 5 students who can pay that. So I really appreciate 
that Heal the Bay always comes through for us with a bus.”

[ Our Impact]



Advocacy
Plastic Bag Bans: With our help and support, over 

70 cities and counties in California have passed bans 

or fees on plastic bags, including the County of LA. 

This means fewer plastic bags littering our parks and 

neighborhoods, and less plastic choking our ocean, 

creeks and rivers. 

LA County Pollution Limits: We fought for a strong 

LA County stormwater permit, which puts limits on the 

pollution that runs from city streets into the ocean. This 

is the kind of behind-the-scenes work that makes our 

beaches cleaner for everyone, including the hundreds 

of thousands of tourists who visit LA every year.

Community Action 
Beach and Neighborhood Cleanups: Over 37,000 people came to 

a Heal the Bay cleanup this year, and many of those were zero-waste. 

When people bring their own buckets and reusable gloves, we’re not 

creating more waste by using plastic bags to pick up trash. They also 

bring that environmental ethic back home, becoming environmental 

ambassadors in their own neighborhoods. 

Contaminated Fish: In its 10th year, our EPA-award-winning Angler 

Outreach Program has educated over 100,000 fishermen to avoid 

consumption of certain species of contaminated fish caught off local 

piers and beaches. Some fish, like white croaker, can poison and 

sicken people who eat too much of them.  

Dulce Stein is a community 
advocate and one of Heal the Bay’s 
Super Healer Volunteers. She 
works tirelessly in her community 
to educate and inspire people to see 
the connection between their inland 
neighborhood parks and waterways, 
and the ocean.

“I work with a lot of low income families. And these families 
take the bus to the nearest beach. When they get to the beach, 
the beach is dirty. And their children are swimming with trash. 
Our own children. We have to watch out for each other. Every 
time you pick up a piece of trash, that’s a piece of trash that’s not 
in the water.

I love Heal the Bay. You guys are a blessing. Fighting for the 
environment or fighting for the world makes you happy inside. 
We’re not going to be very wealthy, but we’re going to be happy.” 

Mary Ann Wilson is a program coordinator for the Osher 
Institute at UCLA Extension, a certified SCUBA diver, and a 
volunteer writer for the Catalina Marine Society on the impacts of 
climate change on our local ocean. She’s also a dedicated volunteer 
for our MPA Watch program, which monitors how people are using 
newly established marine protected areas.

“As a student in UCLA Extension’s Global Sustainability Certificate program, I learned about 
the legislative effort to create a network of marine protected areas from one of my instructors, 
Sarah Sikich, Heal the Bay’s Coastal Resources Director. It wasn’t so much the class content, 
but her stories of negotiating with stakeholders and the huge effort it took to create the current 
MPAs that inspired me to get involved. 

One of my favorite parts of working for Heal the Bay has been the number of grey whales I’ve 
seen. Once I saw a grey whale and her calf so close to shore, I could almost touch them. My field 
partner, Elise Kamp, and I also rescued a bird covered with oil and a seal caught in netting.” 

[ Volunteer Voices]
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31%

9%

$1,290,168.
Grants/Contracts

$396,947.
In-Kind

Hauptman Family Foundation, Inc.
Hirsch Wallerstein Hayum Matlof + 
Fisman LLP
Horny Toad
Don & Kristy Kinsey
KTLA5/Tribune
Loeb & Loeb, LLP
Julia Louis-Dreyfus & Brad Hall
Mattel Foundation
Jerry Nickelsburg & Gwyn Quillen
Northrop Grumman Corporation
NRG Energy
Kevin O’Brien
Phantasos Fund
The Rose Hills Foundation
Santa Monica Seafood
SA Recycling
Michael & Leanne Segal
Sempra Energy Foundation
Shaw Environmental
SIMA Environmental Fund
Sketch Foundation
Southern California Gas Company
Tetra Tech Inc.
The Keith Campbell Foundation 
for the Environment, Inc.
Toyota Dealer Match Program
Turkish Airlines /  
Swissotel The Bosphorus Istanbul
US Renewables Group
Rebecca & Michael Vest
Wells Fargo Capital Finance
Wells Fargo Foundation
 
$5,000 - $9,999

Lynn & Michael Allen
Arcadis
Florence Azria
Black & Veatch Corporation
Albert and Elaine Borchard 
Foundation, Inc.
Tatiana Botton
Barbara Boyle
Brown and Caldwell
Cause Media Group
CDM
CH2M HILL
Comerica Bank
Creative Artists Agency
Deckers Outdoor Corporation
Eloise & John Paul DeJoria
Delta Air Lines
Disney VoluntEARS
Dogeared Jewels & Gifts
Nancy & John Edwards
The Energy Coalition
Fox Broadcasting Company/ 
FOX Fall Eco-Casino Party
Fox Entertainment Group
Fred Segal
The David Geffen Foundation
George Gina & Lucy
Geosyntec Consultants
HBO
HDR Engineering

$50,000+
Anonymous
California Coastal Commission
California State Coastal 
Conservancy
Ray Dalio
Edison International
Grousbeck Family Foundation
Wilmer Hale
KROQ-FM
The Harold McAlister Charitable 
Foundation
Anthony & Jeanne Pritzker Family 
Foundation
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Resources Legacy Fund 
Foundation
Tom & Janet Unterman
 
$25,000 ~ $49,999

Anonymous
Mark & Debbie Attanasio
John W. Carson Foundation
Diana & Robert Friedman
Matt & Kathleen Hart
Cindy & Alan Horn
Joseph Drown Foundation
Jean & Stephen Kaplan
Kissick Family Foundation
County of Los Angeles/
Department of Public Works
Brian O’Malley
The Ralphs/Food 4 Less 
Foundation
Julia Roberts & Danny Moder
City of Santa Monica
simplehuman®

Union Bank Foundation
 
$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous
Anonymous
Action Marketing
Ascenta Health
Bell Family Foundation
Blue Donkey Foundation
Dayna & Steven Bochco
The California Endowment
Carollo Engineers/Noresco
Cirque du Soleil
Bob & Cori Davenport
Dwight Stuart Youth Foundation
EarthShare of California
Ian & Laurie Eddleston
Electra Bicycle Company
Employees Community Fund of 
Boeing California
Ernst & Young
Gesso Foundation
Cliff & Amy Gladstein
Gladstein, Neandross & 
Associates
Madelyn & Bruce Glickfeld
The Goldhirsh Foundation, Inc.

60%$2,510,545.
Public Support 

Total 
Revenue

$4,197,660.

81%

9%

10% $461,315.
Fundraising

$3,656,746.
Programs

$412,876.
Admin/Mgmt

Functional
Expenses

$4,530,937.

*All financials are from fiscal year 2011-2012



DONORS
The Hexberg Family Foundation
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Houlihan, Lokey, Howard,  
and Zukin
Hudson Pacific Properties
IBM
Tatiana & Todd James
The Mari & Michael Johnson 
Charitable Foundation
LA Weekly
The Laemmle Theatres  
Charitable Foundation
Larry Walker Associates
Leeds Property Management
City of Long Beach/Department  
of Public Works
Los Angeles Marathon, LLC
Macy’s West
Malcolm Pirnie Inc.
Malibu Associates, LLC
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern CA
Montana Sporting Club
Murad®

NBCUniversal
Erik & Mimi Neandross
Paramount Pictures
PCGCampbell
Pepperdine University
Pipkin Family of the Pipkin 
Charitable Foundation
The Port of Long Beach
PwC US
Richard Katz Consulting Inc.
John Rocchio
Roll Giving
S. Groner Associates
Serena Sandino
Erin Selleck & Kurt Holland
Sony Pictures Entertainment
Southern California Coastal Water 
Research Project
State Water Resources Control 
Board
Steven & Dayna Bochco
Stoller Family Trust
Tamara & Michael Tamburro
Terranea Resort
The McGrath Abrams Family 
Foundation
Time Warner
James Upchurch
US Airways
David & Sylvia Weisz Family 
Philanthropic Fund
Ruth Wernig
West Basin Municipal Water 
District
Whole Foods Market  
Santa Monica
Wojahn Brothers
Yvonne & David Zaro
 

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
213 Ventures
99¢ Only Stores
Nina Abrams Fund
Alper Family Foundation
Jan & David Altemus
Associated Students University  
of California
Lorena Barrientos &  
Mark E. Merritt
Bel Air Bay Club
Susannah Blinkoff & Jordan 
Corngold
Benjamin Britton
Checchi Capital Advisors
Childrens Nature Institute
Credit Suisse
Amita & Timothy Davis
DIRECTV
Environmental Media Association
Google
Guthy-Renker
Bethany & Chip Herwegh
HO+K Interiors
Christopher Hordan
Nili Hudson
Helen Hunt
Lear Family Foundation
Cash & April Levy Fund
Adi Liberman
Christy & Mike Lowe
Magento
Cydney & Gary Mandel
Jacquie & Scott Menville
The Foundations of the  
Milken Family
Ted & Jacqueline Miller
Neutrogena
Amy & Daniel Palladino
Pardee Properties
Paul Revere Middle School
Pearls for our Planet
Julie & Marc Platt
Mark E Pollack Foundation
Psomas
Susan Purcell & Yair Landau
PVH
Resident Asset Management
Saban Brands
Santa Monica Pier Corporation
Patti & Jack Schwellenbach
Schwentker Watts Design, 
Architecture
Dora Seiffer
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Jill Soffer & Gregory Adler
Swimmer Family Foundation
Curtis Tamkin
The Lukens Company
UMeTime Corporation
Vision Films
Water Replenishment District of 
Southern California
Luann & Bob Williams
Wokcano
 

$1000 - $2,499
Anonymous (4)
Daniel Abrams
John Ahn
AmWINS Insurance Brokerage  
of California
Apple Lane Foundation
The Banky LaRocque Foundation
Barry Family Foundation
Catherine Bauer
Ambassador & Mrs.  
Frank E. Baxter
Donald  Beane
Bedhead Pajamas
Belkin International
Cammie & Mark Bell
Laura Berland-Shane
Melinda & Daniel Berman
Lynne & Bill Bermont
Lisa & David Boyle
Patrice & William Brandt
Carrie Braun
Bruce Brown Jr.
Sarah Brown
Greg Buscher
Alida & Steve Calvillo
The Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation
Mark Cappellano
Cars 4 Causes
Marie & Donald Carson
Daniel Castellaneta & Deb 
Lacusta
The Charitable Foundation
Lucy & Paul Chen
Christine Caldwell /  
Illuminated Negatives
Deborah & Daniel Clark
Cindy Crawford & Rande Gerber
Creative Channel Services
Cheryl & Terry Crow
Nancy Cypert
Stacy Dalgleish & Rob Weaver
The Willametta K. Day Foundation
Amy & Jorge Delgado
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Delpit
Stephanie & Ronald Drews
Margaret Enders
Enterprise Rent-A-Car®

Eva Varro
Jennifer & Tom Everhart
Fairmont Miramar Hotel
Farbstein Family Charitable 
Foundation
The Fenton Family Charitable 
Fund
Fetch Recruiting
Fiona Hutton Associates, Inc.
Debra Fletcher
Fox Entertainment Group
Jill & Robert Franz
Mary & George Garvey
Tom Georgis
Anna Getty
Maureen & Jack Gillespie
Patricia Glaser & Samuel Mudie
Madelyn & Bruce Glickfeld
Earl Goldberg
The Goldsmith Family Foundation
Good Works Foundation
Google Matching Gifts
Patty & Jason Gordon
Eleanor & Mark Gottwald
Grant Thornton
Green, Hasson & Janks, LLP
Barry Gribbon

Halper Fine Art
Lynn Hanson
Burt Harris
Jackie & Jim Hassett
Jami & Klaus Heidegger
Susannah & Christopher 
Henrikson
David Hilton
Pam & Steve Hirsh
Jill & Gerben Hoeksma
Mr. Holland
Daryn Horton
Mark Howell
Suzanne Goin, David Lentz &  
The Hungry Cat Santa Monica
Illumination Entertainment
David Henry Jacobs
JiRaffe Restaurant
Johnson Ohana Charitable 
Foundation
Mariel & John Joliet
Jennifer Jones
William Josephs
Chris Karkenny
Kauai Koloa Land Wyndham 
Grand
Gina & Mark Keller
Stewart Kim
Katharine King Fund of the Liberty 
Hill Foundation
Sharon & Alan Kleinman
Richard & Darcy Kopcho
John Lamonica
LARF, inc.
Lautman Maska Neill & Company
Jill Lawrence & Paul Koplin
Charlotte & Russ Lesser
Margaret Levy
Linda Lichter & Nick Marck
Loeb & Loeb, LLP
Los Angeles Dodgers
Terrence Lynch & James Martin
William Lynch
Ali MacArthur
Macerich
Makoff Family Foundation
Malibu Country Mart
Mariposa Elementary
Corinne Martin
Laurie & Thomas McCarthy
The Meistrell Family of Body Glove 
International / Dive N’ Surf, Inc.
Valerie & Paul Mellinger
Diane Meyer Simon
MGM Resorts International
Andrew Miller
Wynn Miller
Montalba Architects, Inc.
Dorothy Moore & Patrick Wickens
Erica Moore
Robbin & Kenneth Morgan
Ann & Jerry Moss
Meredith Murad
Sandra Naftzger & Jeff Dritley
The Natter Family Foundation
Navitat Canopy Adventures
Sean Neel
The Ronald Newburg Foundation
Tracy Noborikawa
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Rosanne O’Brien
Stephen O’Dell
Ryan O’Neal
The Ocean Foundation
Palace Head Foundation
Patrick Molloy’s
Penny Black

Frank Perna Jr.
Christopher Pernin
Perry’s Beach Cafes & 
Rentals
The Pillar Family
The Pillsbury Foundation
Port of Los Angeles
Pourtal LP
Precision Dynamics 
Corporation
Kenneth & Marilyn Prindle
Jody & Thomas Priselac
Darin Puhl
Rachel Pally, Inc.
Carolyn Ramsay & Andy 
Goodman
Garry Randall
Karen Raz
Amber & Theodore Richane
Patricia Richardson
Jane & Arthur Riggs
Linda Rosenstock &  
Lee Bailey
Nancy Stephens & Rick 
Rosenthal of The Rosenthal 
Family Foundation
Danna & Edward Ruscha
Werner & Simone Scharff 
Family Foundation
Jim & Lisa Schlager
Pamela & E. Randol 
Schoenberg
Sekisui
Nichol Shuart
Shutters on the Beach /  
Hotel Casa Del Mar
The Skoll Foundation
Erin & Andrew Sloves
Andrew Smart
Andree & Donald Smith
David Smith
Janine M. Smith
Luan & Richard Smith
Isabel Snyder
Sandra & John Spallino
Joshua Stern
The Streisand Foundation
The Strickland Family 
Foundation
Studio PCH, LLC
Leslie & Terry Tamminen
Robert Tanahashi
Robert & Tama Taub  
Family Fund
TeleSign
Thomas Wylde
Sophie & Joseph liano
Untitled Entertainment
Jon Varnell
David Varvaro
Viacom, Inc.
The Walt Disney Company 
Foundation
Brian Webber
Wells Fargo Community 
Support Campaign
Kellene West
Kathy & Roger Willard
M. Wallace Wolodarsky
Wyland Foundation
Peg Yorkin
Michael Zarneke
Helen Zeilberger,  
Protravel International
Paul Zimmerman
Zouk
n



Join us in the fight for clean water.  

Learn about how you can volunteer for Heal the Bay at healthebay.org/volunteer 

Or renew your membership at healthebay.org/donate 

1444 9th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401  • (800) HEAL BAY


