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With the support of 20,000 members 
and active volunteers,
Heal the Bay is the most recognized 

environmental group in LA for a reason: we have 

been keeping California's coastal waters safe and 

healthy for people and marine life for 35 years. 

We are dedicated to making California coastal 

waters safe and healthy for people and

marine life. Using science, advocacy, community 

outreach and public education, we raise 

awareness and mobilize action around practical 

solutions to often complex problems. We conduct 

hundreds of beach and community cleanups 

each year, informing people about the root 

causes of pollution along the shorelines and in 

their neighborhoods. We advocate for strict water 

quality regulations that protect the health of 

both humans and the animals that call local 

creeks, rivers and the Santa Monica Bay home. 

We operate the award-winning Heal the Bay 

Aquarium at the Santa Monica Pier, inspiring 

visitors to become stewards for the region’s most 

important natural resource: clean water. We also 

educate and inspire the next generation of 

advocates, with more than 100,000 students 

joining us each year for outdoor field trips, 

science-based classroom presentations and 

community events.
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At the end of last year, I was high up in the 

mountains with family and friends. We spent our 

time playing outside, laughing for hours and 

sledding on a snowy hillside. When I caught my 

breath, I took cold air deeply into my lungs. The 

mountain air felt so fresh. There was no wind, 

and the tall trees on either side of our sledding 

hill were perfectly still except for the bounding 

echoes of our joyful voices. It was a beautiful 

moment. 

At the bottom of the hill the dark brown earth, 

which smelled of moss and mud, peeked through 

the white snow. I heard the sound of running 

water and looked closer: there was a stream of 

clear water flowing down through the tiny 

meadow toward the road. And I was struck: this is 

our water. This is Sierra snowmelt. This is the 

backbone, the source of drinking and irrigation 

water for millions of people in California. First 

seeping through a meadow that holds water like 

a sponge, then emerging as a trickle that builds 

to a stream that meets others to form a river that 

supplies a farm or a city. This is our water. And it's 

in danger. 

Far away on the coast people are drinking, 

cooking and showering with this very water. This 

very water is being washed down a drain, 

through a pipe to a treatment plant and then 

pushed out to sea. So much energy expended to 

take this very water from the mountains and 

valleys it nourishes, down to our homes and 

businesses in Los Angeles, to filter our waste out 

of it, to send it into the ocean and then to keep 

taking more and more every day of our lives. All 

of this is happening while the climate changes

and the snowpack, that backbone, 

is diminishing and its future is in question.

However, we are changing this wasteful system. 

In 2019 Mayor Garcetti announced a plan to 

reuse all the water from our City’s treatment 

plants. That's millions of gallons a day of water 

that will get reused here in LA, so we can stop 

draining it from our mountain streams. This is 

proof: we can adapt to climate change by 

changing a wasteful, linear process to a 

sustainable, circular system that supports people 

and nature. 

This was our greatest victory last year and the 

culmination of decades of hard work. We have 

much more to do in this uncertain climate to 

protect our water and the awe-inspiring life it 

nourishes. Together, let’s take action. In the year 

ahead, we need to sound the alarm on the 

climate crisis, we need to enact strong 

science-based policies, and we need to 

remember the earthly moments that move our 

hearts and embolden us to take on new 

challenges with compassion and fortitude. 

I look forward to working alongside you in 2020 

as Heal the Bay celebrates its 35th anniversary! 

Thank you for continuing on this epic journey 

with us.

Protect What You Love

Shelley Luce
President and CEO



For 35 years, Heal the Bay has been the guardian of coastal waters in California. Our
efforts improve quality of life, enhance the regional economy and protect our natural
places. 2019 held a number of big wins:

Our 21,000 cleanup 

volunteers collected 302,000 

pieces of trash from LA 

County beaches and rivers at 

479 cleanups. In addition to 

beautifying our open spaces, 

removing this waste prevents 

harm to local animal life and 

habitats.

Defending

Recognizing
Our science and policy team 

collaborated with LA City Hall 

to pass the Straws-On-

Request ordinance on Earth 

Day—while also activating 

426,000 people on our 

Plastic Petition, which 

demands strong statewide 

single-use plastic waste 

reduction policies.

Advocating
After a decade of advocating 

for wastewater recycling and 

for eliminating coastal power 

plants, we applauded LA 

Mayor Garcetti’s 

announcement to recycle 

100% of the City’s 

wastewater at the Hyperion 

Plant and phase out gas-fired 

coastal power plants.

We’ve joined Alison Rose 

Je�erson and the Black 

Surfers Collective to honor 

Nick Gabaldón Day at Santa 

Monica Bay Street Beach 

since 2013. The National 

Register of Historic Places 

now lists the beach and 

recognizes its African 

American coastal history. 

Transforming

Monitoring
Heal the Bay scientists issued 

the first-ever Stormwater 

Report — a groundbreaking 

look at local stormwater 

pollution management. This 

new assessment holds 

polluters accountable and 

protects the health of millions 

of Angelenos.

Inspiring
We welcomed our 1 millionth 

visitor to Heal the Bay 

Aquarium in 2019. Our 

hands-on marine science 

education program served 

more than 10,000 students 

through 244 school field trips. 

64% of visitors come from 

underserved Title 1 schools.



We’re tackling the biggest threats to the Bay by harnessing 
The Power of Water.

We are expanding the reach 
and scientific rigor of our 
Beach Report Card, River 
Report Card and Angler 
Outreach programs to increase 
community and agency 
engagement on issues that 
directly a�ect public health. 
Our focus is on pollution, 
access, recreational use and 
fish consumption. We are also 
advocating for strong water 
quality protections and better 
public awareness tools to 
inform the most impacted 
communities.  

A dramatic shift away from 
single-use plastics is needed 
because less than 10% of 
plastic waste is recycled and 
the rest winds up in landfills 
and the natural environment. 
We are helping establish 
“Reusable LA”, a new 
campaign to build a
thriving culture of reuse and 
refill in LA County, encouraging 
people and businesses to
go plastic-free and support 
new policies that ban 
disposable plastics in LA 
County and statewide.  

Protecting people’s health 
through science-based 
education and outreach on 
contaminated water and fish 
at LA beaches and rivers. 

What we’re doing What we’re doing

Sound the Alarm 
for Climate Action  

What we’re doing

Mitigating the life-altering 
impacts of climate change by 
empowering individuals to 
make smart choices now to 
create a sustainable and 
equitable future.

How we’re doing it

Water is where many will feel 
climate impacts first: water 
reliability in a changing climate 
is paramount. We are 
scrutinizing the City of LA’s 
plans for reusing wastewater 
as well as local projects to 
capture stormwater, to ensure 
they are equitable and 
e�ective. At Heal the Bay 
Aquarium and our events we 
are engaging the public to take 
daily actions and mitigate the 
extremes of warming 
temperatures, ocean 
acidification and sea level rise.

How we’re doing it How we’re doing it

Protect Public Health 
with Strong Science 

and Outreach

Eliminating harmful plastic 
waste from our beaches and 
waterways, and restoring the 
vibrancy of our ocean and 
watersheds.

Ban Single-Use 
Plastic For Good  



We are grateful for your 
contributions 
(January – December 2019)

$50,000+

Ahmanson Foundation 
Anita Hirsh 
Anonymous 
EA Engineering, Science,  
   and Technology, Inc., PBC 
John Lyon 
Nancy and John Edwards 
Resources Legacy Fund 
Rosanne O'Brien 
Segal Family-United World  
   Foundation 
Swain Barber Foundation 
Tatiana Botton 
Water Foundation  

Coastal Co 
The Cynthia and George  
   Mitchell Foundation  
Dan DeHovitz 
Edison International 
EY 
Gilead Sciences 
H&M 
The Hall Charitable Trust  
HBO 
The Hexberg Family 
Isabel Snyder 
Jan and David Altemus 
Kari and John Boiler 
KTLA 5/Tribune 
   Broadcasting 
LA Sanitation 
LAcarGUY.com 
Luann and Bob Williams 
Marjorie Post-Dye  
Matt and Kathleen Hart 
Miller Kaplan Arase LLP 
Ocean Conservancy 
Rebecca and Michael Vest 
The Rose Hills Foundation
Sheila, Dave and Sherry   
   Gold Foundation 
SIMA Environmental Fund 
The Snider Foundation
Superba Food & Bread 
Toyota Dealer Match   
   Program 
The Walt Disney Company
Wells Fargo Foundation  

Don Kinsey 
Dowbuilt 
Drs. Cammie Ott and Mark  
   Bell 
The Ella Fitzgerald 
   Charitable Foundation  
Ellen Lee 
Fremantle 
Geosyntec Consultants 
Goodr 
Guthy-Renker 
Hudson Pacific Properties 
Jack and Patti 
   Schwellenbach 
Jacobs 
John N Calley Foundation 
Joyce Green Family   
   Foundation 
Julien Jeannel 
Kamerycah, Inc 
Katie McGrath & J.J.   
   Abrams Family 
   Foundation 
The Katz Foundation 
KPMG LLP 
Kyle Jones 
Larry Walker Associates 
Laurie and Thomas 
   McCarthy 
Linda and Dennis Fenton 
Lionsgate 
Los Angeles Chargers 
Los Angeles Department of  
   Water & Power 
Madelyn and Bruce   
   Glickfield 
Marlborough School 
Meg Gill 
Metropolitan Water District 
NBCUniversal 
Netflix 
Oaktree Capital 
   Management, L.P. 
Pacific Life Foundation 
Patrisha Thomson 
Paul and Mary Kay Stimpfl 
Repass-Rodgers Family   
   Foundation 
Richard Katz 
Riviera Country Club 
Robert C. Adler 
Robert John Russo Gallery 
Robert Kane 
Robert Tanahashi 
Saatchi & Saatchi NA 
Sandy and Tim Armour 
Sharon Lawrence 
Sony Pictures 
   Entertainment 

Southern California Gas   
   Company 
Stantec Consulting 
Steven Chang 
Stoller Family Trust 
Tatiana and Todd James
Ted and Jacqueline Miller 
Tetra Tech Inc. 
TIAA Financial 
   Management 
Tocaya Life Foundation 
Tom and Janet Unterman 
W.S. Schar� Family 
   Foundation 
WarnerMedia 
Wells Fargo Capital   
   Finance 
West Basin Municipal 
   Water District 
William Nye  

$25,000-$49,999

Alice C. Tyler Perpetual   
   Trust 
California Coastal 
   Conservancy 
Cindy and Alan Horn 
County of Los Angeles /   
   Department of Public   
   Works 
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund 
The Energy Coalition 
Golden Road Brewing 
Jean and Stephen Kaplan 
Johnny Carson Foundation 
Joseph Drown Foundation 
Kim and Craig Blum 
The Leland and Julia Scheu  
   Family Foundation  
Lillian Olander  
Northrop Grumman   
   Corporation 
Phantasos Foundation 
Pisces Foundation 
Subaru  

$10,000-$24,999

$5,000-$9,999

$2,500-$4,999

3M Foundation 
AG Adriano Goldschmied,  
   Inc. 
American Airlines 
Anonymous 
Anthony and Jeanne   
   Pritzker 
Avocado Mattress LLC 
Bob and Diana Friedman 
The Boeing Company  
Brian O'Malley and Katie  
   Cameron 
California Community   
   Foundation 
Chelsea and Andy Lientz 
City of Santa Monica

Amy and Daniel Palladino 
Arcadis 
Ares Management LLC 
Barry Family Foundation 
Black & Veatch Corporation 
Blue Shield of California 
Bob Morris 
Brown and Caldwell 
California Coastal 
   Commission 
CDM  
Christopher Hordan 
Christy Villa 
Combined Properties 
Cori and Bob Davenport 
Cynthia Bernal 
Danny and Julia Moder 
David and Yvonne Zaro 
The David Ge�en 
   Foundation 
David Hertz 
David Nahai 
Dollar Shave Club

The Amelia Foundation
American Realty Advisors 
AMLI Residential 
Anonymous 
Bel Air Bay Club 
Big Sunday 
Carollo Engineers 
Christy and Mike Lowe 
Cloak 
Connexity 
Conrad N. Hilton 
   Foundation 
CWT Meetings and Events 
Dan Emmett 
David and Sylvia Weisz   
   Family Foundation 
EarthShare of California 
Fonda Family Foundation 
Heather Popadych 
HKG, LLP 
Jennifer and Glenn Cole 
John Taylor 
Laemmle Theatres 
   Charitable Foundation 
The Mark E Pollack 
   Foundation
Media Services 
MediaAlpha 
Nancy Stephens and Rick  
   Rosenthal 
The Natter Family 
   Foundation 
Nicole Shuart 
Nina Abrams Fund 
Noble Panacea
Rafe Pery and Patricia   
   Neville   



Ready Pac Foods Inc 
Riverstreet Productions 
Rubicon Project 
SA Recycling 
Sexy Hair 
Shore Hotel 
Stephen Charles 
Symantec 
Temple Kol Tikvah 
Tomas Fuller and 
   William Kelly 
TripAdvisor 
Webcor 
Zi�ren Brittenham LLP

GRACE Culture Marketing
Grandview Automatik 
Gregory Gelfan 
Groupon 
Gwen and Ian McShane 
Hafter Family Foundation 
Hart D. and Brigitte Hanson 
The Honest Company, Inc. 
HUB International 
Huron Consulting Group 
IPSOS Culver City 
Jackie Henderson 
James Hartzberg 
Janvi Patel 
Jeanette Peter 
Jerry Nickelsburg  
Jill and Gerben Hoeksma 
Jill and Tom Kenny 
JoAnn Kaplan 
Joel Kessler 
John Graham 
John Meek 
Johnson & Johnson 
Jon Turteltaub 
Jonathan Goldblatt 
Julie Roland 
Karen Dial 
Katherine and Don Gould 
Kathleen and Daniel Nikolai 
Kathryn Lane 
Keith and Jaime Bussell 
Kelli Simmons 
Kelly Sullivan 
Kevin S. Rosen 
Las Virgenes Municipal   
   Water District 
Lauren Miura 
Lawrence A. Hanson   
   Foundation 
Leah Breibart 
Legacy Marketing Partners,  
   L.L.C. 
Leonor Deguchy 
Linda Libby 
Linda Lichter and Nick   
   Marck 
Louisa Bonnie 
Luan and Richard Smith 
Lucy Stutz and Jared   
   Levine 
Lush Clothing 
Magical Elves 
Margaret Levy 
Mark and Gina Keller 
Marsh Mokhtari 
Matt Wilson 
Matthew White 
Meghan Sahli-Wells and   
   Karim Sahli 
Michael and Wendy Sidley 
Michael Tyler and Christine  
   Von Wrangel 
Mitzy and Angus Taggart 
Nancy and Larry Pasquali 
Nancy Cypert

Neil DiPaola and Christina  
   Stockton 
Nonprofits Insurance   
   Alliance of California 
Odyssey Charter School 
Palace Head Foundation 
Patrice Harmon 
Patricia Glaser and Samuel  
   Mudie 
Rachel McConnell 
Ramsey McDaniel 
Robert Crandall 
Roger and Suzanne Findley 
The Ronald Newburg 
   Foundation
Sabine Demain 
Sandi and Joel Cohen 
Santa Monica Alternative  
   School House 
Santa Monica Convention  
   & Visitors Bureau 
Sean Neel 
Sebastian Hoppe 
See Tickets 
Shane Nejad 
Sharla and Barry Boehm 
Siegal+Gale 
Sofie Howard 
Southern California Edison 
Spatialand 
Stephanie Medina 
The Strickland Family   
   Foundation 
Susan Birthright 
Susan French and 
   Tom Rowe 
Symantec Corporation 
Thomas and Jody Priselac 
Volkswagen of America 
The Walt Disney Company  
   Foundation
Warehouse Restaurant 
Water Replenishment   
   District of Southern 
   California 
William and Rochelle Alley 
William Lavoie 
William Lehman 
Woodard & Curran 
   Foundation 
Writ Large 
Zickler Family Foundation 

 

American Cinemateque
American Eagle Outfitters  
   Foundation
American Honda
Anonymous
The Antigua Group, Inc. 
Aquarius Casino Resort
Autry Museum of the   
   American West
Ben & Jerry's
BJ's Restaurant

Bradford Family Portrait
California Science Center
Claudia Taylor
ComedySportz
Cookie Good
Du�'s Cakemix
Elite Island Resorts
Ella Fitzgerald Charitable  
   Foundation
Fleming's Prime 
   Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Gerber Kawasaki Wealth  
   and Investment 
   Management Inc.
Go Kart World
Hilton Los Angeles/
   Universal City
Hotel Erwin
Hove Social Good 
   Intelligence, Inc.
J. Elizabeth Portraiture
Kincaid's Bay House   
   Restaurant
Kirari West Bake Shop
L.A. Galaxy
LAcarGUY.com
Learn to Surf LA
Lisa Newman
Loews Coronado Bay   
   Resort
Los Angeles Magazine
Los Angeles Sparks
Marina Del Rey Marriott
Marix Tex Mex Cafe
Melina Watts
Ms. Amy Williams
Newport Landing Whale   
   Watching
NickCo Hospitality Group
Original Tommy's World   
   Famous Hamburgers
Patty Paillette Eyewear
Prime Time Sports Camp
PRP Wine International Inc.
SA Recycling
SpeedZone
Stasher
StyleLab
Tamara Ciampi
Vindanta Luxury Resorts
Wellington Cellars
Westdrift Manhattan Beach
The Westin Bonaventure  
   Hotel & Suites 
Westside Rentals
The Wiltern
Wyndham Santa Monica at  
   The Pier

$1,000-$2,499
Adrian Nash 
AIG Financial Distributors 
Albatross Charitable   
   Foundation 
Amy Smart  
Andree Yvonne and   
   Donald Smith 
Andrew Kronfeld 
Annette Dalloo 
Anonymous 
Apple 
April and Cash Levy 
Barbara St. Thomas 
Brad Kesden 
Bruce and Alexandra Tower 
Bunim-Murray Productions 
Burt Harris 
Chris and Gwen Karkenny 
Chris Di Mauro 
Christopher and Robyn   
   King 
Cogent World 
Craig and Shannon Inouye 
Craig Huber 
Craig Perkins and 
   Roxanne Mora 
Cynthia Panagotacos 
Daniel I. Abrams 
Danna and Ed Ruscha 
Daryn Horton 
Dave and Sally Hackel 
Dave Jones 
David Codding 
Deb Lacusta and Daniel   
   Castellaneta 
Debra Gerod 
Diane Cary and James   
   Parriott 
Donna and Michael Ernsto� 
Edmunds.com 
Erika and Mike Swimmer 
Evin Staskewicz 
Farbstein Family 
   Charitable Foundation 
Garry Randall 
Glendale Montessori   
   School 
Goldman Sachs Gives 
Goodwin Procter LLP 

In Kind



75¢ of Every Dollar Raised 
went directly to programs, 
well above the national 
nonprofit average.

32%

7%

1%

67%

75%

Public Support
$4,338,846

Grants and
Contracts
$2,042,944

In-Kind Services
$55,160

Programs
$2,885,920

Audited Fiscal Year 

(Oc.t 1, 2018 - Sept. 30, 2019)

Total Revenue
$6,436,950

18%
Administration
and Management
$689,216

Fundraising
$291,627

Functional Expenses

$3,866,763
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1. Our CEO speaks at the Straws-On-Request press conference with a councilmember and local 
business leader 2. Curious passersby on Venice Boardwalk explore animals in our mobile touch tank 
with our Volunteer Manager 3. The weekly Shark presentation draws a crowd at Heal the Bay 
Aquarium and is being led by our Aquarist 4. A dedicated Aquarium volunteer demonstrates how 
whale baleen works and educates the public about cetaceans 5. Our Beach Programs Manager 
announces the total pounds of trash collected to a crowd of 1000+ cleanup volunteers 6. A selfie is 
taken by our Water Quality Scientist and Policy Analyst after advocating for clean water issues at City 
Hall 7.  Environmental DNA is collected from the shoreline of the Santa Monica Bay by our Coastal and 
Marine Scientist 8. Long-time partner KROQ is presented the Legacy Award at Heal the Bay's Annual 
Bring Back the Beach Gala 9.  Our Education Associate appears as the Mon-STRAW-city to help raise 
awareness about single-use plastic pollution 10. Heal the Bay's o�cial sneaker, in partnership with 
K-Swiss, is released with proceeds going to our nonprofit 11. A clump of wet beach sand is handed 
over by Associate Director of Policy and Outreach to students on a field trip 12. Water quality samples 
are taken from a local recreation area by our Stream Team volunteer for testing back at the lab.




