Our oceans cover roughly 70% of Earth's surface, but Iess than 3% are protected.
California is leading the way in ocean and coastal conservation by establishing a network of
"underwater Yosemites" along its coastline.

What is a marine
protected area?

Why establish
MPAs?

What are the\
benefits of MPAs?

- Marine proteéd areas (MPAS) are areas of coastal ocean set

aside to protect marine
levels of pr‘ ection and allowed uses.

3Types of MPAs in CA

State State State Marine
Marine Marine Conservation
Reserves Parks Areas

MPA:s allow whole ecosystems to
recover and thrive

Local marine ecosystems
are stressed

. MPAs minimize human impacts and allow marine life to
grow more diverse, abundant, and larger in size.

MPAs protect whole ecosystems, not just individual
species. They can also improve our oceans by increasing
resilience to environmental changes,
such as climate change.




MARINE LIFE PROTECTION ACT

In 1999, California’s Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) was passed into law with a clear mandate:
to re-evaluate all existing marine protected areas (MPAs) and design new MPAs with input from a
broad array of stakeholders.
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Join Heal the Bay's
citizen-science program,
MPA Watch!
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= ‘ Report violations to the

‘MPAS ? ' A CalTIP app or call (888)

334-CALTIP

For more information:

www.wildlife.ca.gov |
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